
 

Kings of Judah: Solomon, When Wisdom Isn’t Enough 

Introduction: Solomon was a king who seemingly had it all and yet he paved the way for future destruction. 
What if all the wisdom and success in the world don’t lead to the life God wants? 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. What is wisdom and how do you get it? Who is the wisest person you know? 
 

2. Read Deuteronomy 17:14–17. God warned future kings about horses, wealth, and many wives — the 
very things Solomon later pursued. Why do you think people (and leaders) often walk directly into the 
things God warns them about? What warnings from God do people today tend to ignore? 

 
3. Read 1 Kings 3:5-14 Why do you think Solomon’s request pleased the Lord? Why is the humility 

Solomon displayed here so difficult to maintain as he gets older? 
 

4. Read 1 Kings 9:3-9 What promises and warnings are given here? If Solomon has all that wisdom, why 
does he not heed the warnings? Why are warnings sometimes not enough for us? Can you think of 
times when you knew better but did something anyway?   

 
5. What desires of the heart tend to pull people away from God today? How do you discern when a 

desire is shaping you more than God is? 
 

6. How can success or the appearance of success not be an indicator of faithfulness? In the sermon there 
was a quote that said: Gifting and faithfulness are not the same thing. What does that mean? Where 
have you seen that confusion lead to problems? 

 
7. How are some ways that the desires of our hearts can lead us astray? How do we keep them aligned 

with God’s desire for us? 

 

Shaping Your Mind –  Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your 

ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. Proverbs 3:5-6 

Moving Forward – True Wisdom is found in Humble Obedience 


